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18 July 1998 – Guardian

Monsanto Public Relations - “Food – health – hope”



GeneWatch

“Can GM Feed the world”



31 July 1998
Guardian



4 August 1998

Western Morning News



5 August 1998
Guardian



10 August 98
Devon



10 August, 
1998 
World in Action 
Eat up your 
genes – 150 
seconds that 
changed 
Arpad’s life

• ‘We’re assured that this is absolutely safe. We can eat it all the 
time. We must eat it all the time. There is no conceivable 
harm, which can come to us. But as a scientist looking at it, 
actively working in the field, I find that it’s very, very unfair to 
use our fellow citizens as guinea pigs. We have to find guinea-
pigs in the laboratory

• ‘If I had the choice, I would certainly not eat it till I see at least 
comparable experimental evidence which we are producing 
for our genetically modified potatoes. 

• I actually believe that this technology can be made to work for 
us. And if the genetically modified foods will be shown to be 
safe, then we have really done a great service to all our fellow 
citizens.’ 



13 Aug, 99: Irish Times: 
Pusztai suspended



Sep / Oct 1998

The Ecologist





27 December 1998
The Observer



12 Feb 1999, 
Guardian 





12 Feb 
1999 –
Guardian 
editorial



13 Feb, 1999
The Express



13 Feb 99
The Express 



13 Feb, 99
The Express



13 Feb 99, 
Guardian 
Letters 
pagedate



Guardian – 13 Feb 99



14 Feb, 99
Observer



14 Feb, 99
Observer

“genetic
food storm”



14 Feb 99
Independent
on Sunday  - GM 
foods campaign



14 Feb 99 –
Independent 
on Sunday –
letters page



15 Feb,99

Guardian



16 Feb, 99

Guardian



18 Feb, 99

Daily Mail



19 Feb, 99
Guardian



21 Feb, 99

Sunday Times



26 Feb, 99
Financial 
Times leader



1 March, 99
Financial Times



2 March 99 

Financial Times 

“US threatens trade 
sanctions”

Remember this 
headline!



9 March, 99
Financial 
Times



18 March 99
Financial Times



19 March, 99

Guardian



17 April, 99

Daily Mail



9 June, 99
Financial 
Times



20 June 99, 
Guardian



Some 
reflections

• The Pusztai GM scandal generated 
numerous front page stores and scandals – it 
was one of the dominant political and 
scientific news stories of 99;

• The issue exploded for weeks in the media, 
and rumbled on for nearly six months;

• It was across the media – from the FT to the 
tabloids;

• A scientific issue had become a political 
issue;

• A reflection of that is the political cartoons 
that were generated 





Guardian



Guardian



Observer



November 98,

Red Pepper

The issue never 
went away



Nov, 1999

Big Issue



Nov, 1999

Guardian



24-30 July, 2000

The Big Issue



8 Oct 2000, 
Independent 
on Sunday



April 2002,

Big Issue



2003, Don’t Worry!

It’s Safe to Eat





2015: Fast forward a decade..
New Pro-GMO group formed with Mark Lynas and Owen 

Paterson and Matt Ridley



2019 -
Boris Johnson speech



May 2022 –
European 
Commission 
launches 
new 
consultation 
on GMOs

Mute Schimpf, food and farming campaigner at Friends of 
the Earth Europe said:

“The debate on the deregulation of new GMO is a flagrant 
attempt to divert time, money and attention away from truly 
sustainable and already-proven solutions like agroecology. 

We don’t have time to waste with empty and dangerous 
promises that would only have us more dependent on dirty 
fossil fuels. 

Our message to the Commission is clear: stop pushing for the 
deregulation of new GMOs and keep them strictly labelled and 
safety checked



Oct 2022 –
Birth of pro-
GMO 
RePlanet with 
Mark Lynas



November 2022 – George Monbiot teams up 
with RePlanet to “Reboot food”



Feb 2023



March 23 
Genetic 
Technology –
Precision 
Breeding act



Guardian April 
2023



May 2023: 
Brussels: 



Closing 
thoughts

• 25 years ago, the world was extremely worried about 
GMOs, but now

• In the UK, no media interest;
• Very little public scientific debate;
• Little public awareness;
• Even some originally opposed are now for it;
• The industry, like oil and nukes, plays a long game –

relies on public inertia or ignorance; 
• But much remains unknown of dangers and safety: 
• And the corporate control of key technologies;
• In the words of Arpad: “I find that it’s very, very unfair to 

use our fellow citizens as guinea pigs.”
• Lets not be those guinea pigs… 
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