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Dear Sirs/ Mms
Thank you for informing us about your letter to Commissioner Dalli, received 16 March 2011.
Within you express your views about the content of the presentations and discussions by two of
our members, Prof. Gilles-Eric Seralini and Dr. Angelika Hilbeck, during a public event 'Risk
Evaluation of GMOs - a contradictory debate' organized by ALDE and hosted by MEPs Corinne
Lepage and George Lyon, January 12th, 20111.
Indeed, there is scientific disagreement on a number of issues regarding the risk
assessment of GMOs (including how and what to include in the assessment of agro-ecological
adverse effects resulting from the resistance evolution among the target organisms, and the loss
of the target effect of the GM technology). Part of this scientific disagreement stems from what
Dr. Hilbeck said when asked for evidence of damage: "It depends how you define damage."
We regret that you failed to raise this issue and to put forward your opinions during the
public event that triggered your written response in the first place. As we feel open, transparent
discussion leads to the most productive outcomes, we find it regrettable that PRRI does not
seem to share this view, and has instead chosen this exclusive communication as a means of
expressing its viewpoints. Indeed, the very point and explicit aim of the meeting in question was
to facilitate such a public engagement over these important issues at hand, an opportunity that
you failed to embrace. From our viewpoint, your letter to Commissioner Dalli contains numerous
inaccuracies, mischaracterisations, and unsupported reasoning (a disservice to the very
politicians trying to grapple with these issues in itself), perspectives that could have benefitted
from a reasoned examination of their logic, framing and assumptions in such a public fora. We
encourage you to take future opportunities to engage the broader scientific, public, and decisionmaking communities with your views so that they can be addressed in an open and constructive
debate.
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Finally, we wish to convey our dismay over your persistent conflation on two points. First, the
pretension that PRRI represents some monolith of public researchers engaged in Molecular
Biology/Biotechnology - PRRI does not. We hope you will consider refraining from such
proclaimed grandeur in future communications. The very fact that the scientific discussion
regarding the health and environmental risks of GMOs is lively, widespread among and across
scientific disciplines including Molecular Biology/Biotechnology, and spans at least 2 decades
demonstrates that there is a wider scientific community engaged beyond and above the
exclusive circles of PRRI. This is the very reason for events like the one organized by Alde on
12th January this year. Second, we wish to remind you that genetic engineering is only one facet
of Biotechnology, and a small one in comparison to the great contribution other areas of
Biotechnology are making to agriculture as a whole. To conflate Biotechnology researchers as
all supportive or engaged in genetic engineering as expressed in your letter is inaccurate at best,
misleading at worst. There may very well be more public researchers engaged in crop
improvement that do not use genetic engineering, but other forms of Biotechnology in their work,
than do use genetic engineering. Whether the former also support genetic engineering as an alluseful tool in public sector Agricultural Science & Breeding as PRRI does, is pure conjecture.
We welcome a discussion any of the points raised in your letter in future public fora.

Sincerely yours,

Angelika Hilbeck, Chairperson of European Network of Scientists for Social and Environmental
Responsibility (ENSSER)

CC: Commissioner Dalli, DG Sanco, Members of Commission and MEPs
CRIIGEN & Prof. Seralini, MEP Corine Lepage
ENSSER Board & Members
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